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From the Editor's Desk

Welcome to the Summer Issue of HG Insider!

It sure is an exciting time of the year with kids off
from school, lots of time with family and friends,
trips to beaches and mountains, vacationing, and in
general making the most of the warm, sunny days. It
is also a packed season for Hindi Film Cinema as we
expect lots of new movie releases, many of which
have some promising, entertaining songs. We
sincerely wish you all a wonderful, fun-filled
summer, enjoying countless memorable moments
and making every moment count!

Since our last issue, Hidden Gems has been involved
in numerous activities - some related to singing, of
course, but our members have also been showcasing
other talents like dance, running, writing, and
volunteering at numerous events. In this issue, we
highlight some of these various interests and
involvement of our Gems.

Our featured Gem this issue isChitra Kumar,  who

runs a music school, Arohana, in West-Windsor, NJ.

Although classically trained in Carnatic Music,

Chitra has immense knowledge of Hindustani

Classical as well. She has been with Hidden Gems
since its inception and specializes in singing old
classical hindi film songs, especially of Lata
Mangeshkar.

We are also proud to feature one of our younger
Gems, Anoushka Parathasarathi , who recently
graduated from High School, and made a remarkable
and well-intended choice on how to celebrate her
graduation. We would also like extend our heartiest
congratulations to our other high school graduates:
Atharv Khatu & Ajay Chinni. We wish you the
very best for all your future endeavors and the
exciting new journey ahead.

We also feature a poignant poem by a budding
writer, Aara Chandrashekaran, who
recently graduated Middle School. Her
impeccable choice of words and inimitable
style of narration is certainly praise -worthy.
Vrinda Kulkarni Khatu , a frequent writer
for Insider, shares a poem where she takes on
Hollywood in her own refreshing, natural style.

Hidden Gems lives by its mission: Sing with
Passion, Support a Cause. We are pleased
to have collaborated with IFMP (India
Foundation of Metropolitan Princeton) to put
together a fundraiser in support of victims of
Hurricane Sandy. It is heartening to see so
many like-minded people who are willing to
step forward and make a contribution. Thank
you all for always supporting the mission of the
Hidden Gems.

Sincerely,
Anandi Nagarajan
hginsider2012@gmail.com

ABOUT HIDDEN GEMS

Hidden Gems is a group of passionatetrack singers
who seek to channel their energies to the service of
those amongst us who are underprivileged, facing
tribulations, and who may have been hit with
hardships due to circumstances beyond their
control. Since coming together in January 2005 to
raise funds for victims of the 2004 Tsunami,
Hidden Gems has successfully performed several
fund -raisers for a variety of other causes such as
Katrina, Asha for Education, South Brunswick
Public Library and CRY. In addition, Hidden Gems
has performed numerous private events.

Our unigueness lies in the fact that most of our
proceeds are donated to charity.

http://www.hidden -gems.org
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HG Insider _, a quarterly magazine
The next issue will be published in October 2013.

If you would like to send in your articles for
inclusion in the April issue, please send them to us
at hginsider2012@gmail.com
by Septem ber 1st.
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Some Organizations we have supported
through the years:

%% A“A for Educaton

Bringing hope through education

% Udavum Karangal (veiing Hanss)

Centre for Humane Services

o

»5outh Brunswick Public Library

Visit us at www.hidden -gems.org

WE DO IT ALL

From retirement parties to holiday parties

From public shows to private parties

From fundraisers to crowd pleasers

From graduation parties to farewell parties
From sweet sixteen parties to home coming
parties

From parties for a cause to parties just
because!

If you've got the purpose,
we've got the passion!

Come; discover what
we can do for you!
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Me et t he 6Gemso!

Chitra Kumar

A litt le about me and my journey in/with/for Music ~

Growing up with Music, Music & Music everywhere 1 in the Metropolitan
capital city of New Delhi, with multi -faceted people, culture, cuisine & of course
Music from all over Indi, I had umpteen opportunities to be exposedto a
variety of Music from different parts of India and the World!

I was introduced to formal training of South Indian Classical (Carnatic) Music in
a very strict traditional way, from a very tender age, and was always curious and |
interested to listen, learn and compare other types of Music too! | continued
the journey of classical Music with a Sangeet Shiromani in Carnatic Classical
from Delhi University, participated and won prizes & awards in both Classical as
well as semiclassical and devotional music, and also performed on All India
Radio, Yuva Vani at New Delhi. Film Music was always the popular music and
widely played everywhere. This is when | got interested in singing Lata
Ma n g e s h k a-cla8sical and ather film songs along with other singers in that era.

Wi t h | i f e Gswidies, lwaaeerg wosk; marriage, a family, and relocating to different countries and
environments, changes came to the aspect of Music too Though practice and singing became somewhat
sporadic, listening to all kinds of music never stopped. Even after coming to the US, Music in a serious sense
started only after moving to NJ! It was a huge blessing. We dowly became acquainted to the local groups and
organizations, making a lot of friends in the process and Music became an integral part of my life again!

Duringa f r i e-together, | gokintroduced to Karaoke singing. It slowly became a regular event to meet for
dinner or post-dinner and sing on karaoke tracks. It was during one of those sessionswhen we heard that a
Tsunami had struck the Indi an Ocean. We all sat in silence, feeling helplessl t was devastat.
the urge to do something occurred. With our common interest and passion to sing, it suddenly seemed that we
still could do something from our side, even though we were thousands of miles away!

Hidden-Gems was initiated by our Founders, Rajesh Kulkarni & Mahendra Solanki, in Jan 2005, with its'
debut Fundraiser for Tsunami victims. It was entirely member -supported and all the funds collected was
donated for the cause. Thanks to the founders and all members of the HG for their continued efforts in keeping
with the passion while supporting the community! | am so proud to be a member and to be associated with
such selfless and operminded group of friends.

My deep-rooted interest in Music led me to start a Music School, Arohana, which is dedicated to teaching and
training children and adults in Carnatic Music. Recently, | have also been appointed Trustee of CMANA
(Carnatic Music Association of North America) . | am thankful that my life is immersed in Music and o f course,
I am continuing the learning process from my Gurus in all possible ways i both in person and through digital

means like Skype. Apart from my interest in Music, | h ave a masters in Management Information Systems
(M.1.S) and a certificate in Advertisement& Graphic Design. | have always beeninterested in arts and crafts,
decorating through our rich culture, and keep exploring and trying new things, both digitally and otherwise.

All this has been possible only because ofthe Blessings of my parents, my Gurus andthe support of my

husband & son. Last, but not the least, | truly believe that:

"Music is enough for a lifetime but a lifetime is not enough for M usic."
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Dance with Passion, Support a Cause

Anoushka Parthasarathi

| graduated from South Brunswick High School, NJ last week. With
graduation comes tons of new opportunities and new memories to make and |
am so eager to get out into the world and seizethose. Earlier this year, when |
was thinking about what to do to celebrate my graduation, | said to myself,
iltés just high school, everybody grac
just throw a small party with some <cl o

The next day, | went to school and saw flyers around for a fundraiserforS h e 0 s
the First . I had heard the name before, bu
about. | went home and looked at the website, and what | saw was absolutely
alarming. Only one in every five girls in the developing world finishes primary
schooll!! Yet, less than two cents of every development dollar goes to girls!!

I was shocked at how much | take for granted, how much we all take for
granted, every single day. We get the privilege of going to a good school and
learning in a safe environment 5 times a week. We never think twice about it
because @ing to school is the norm herea n d  wuckythat it is. Agreedi t
difficult getting up at 6 AM every day and catching a bus an hour later, but
webr e so f evehauetha preblerh.h at

Everyone should be entitled to an education. In fact, education should be a right, not a
privilege. She's the First _ remind ed me just how hard it is for so many girls around

the world and it should not be like that. Thinking about this, | felt so frustrated,

hel pless and confused. | f el t whenkitelicked. In e e d
could use my graduation as a way to help these girls who so desperately need it. |
could use it to raise awareness about this issue and sd decided to do a fundraiser

while doing something | love, aka dance.

Thanks to the help of my family, my dance teacher, friends, and
so many well-wishers, we put a show together on relatively short
notice. We had over 200 attendees and many more who
extended their support and helped raise in excess of $500! We
are still awaiting checks and matching donations. It was an
absolute honor that Tammy Tibbetts, Founder of She's the
First, and former South Brunswi ck resident attended the event
as well. She has been a huge inspiration and has made me
realize that working together, we can make a difference.

| have come to realize that High School Graduation is a big deal
and | cannot think of a better way | could have celebrated it than
by helping other girls around the world graduate. Thank you for
being instrumental in making this possible.

{Anoushka has been a member of the Hidden Gems since its inception, volunteering and also participating in
dance performances at HG events and shows. We are so proud of you Anoushka, not only for your incredible
talent but also your grounded principles and intent to m ake a difference. We wish you the very best as you
embark on many new adventures and milestones!'}
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Walk with Passion, Support a Cause

On May 18th, several members of Hidden Gems participated in the NAMI Walk (National

Alliance for Mental lliness) at th e ETS campus. Our presence was support of the cause

STOMP out STIGMA, raise awareness about mental illness and raise funds benefiting
NAMI's education, support and outreach programs. We were among 850 people who
walked the 5K that day. Our group helped raised over $600 dollars towards this event.

From left to right:

Malathi, Vrinda, Kiran,Aishwaya,
Kumar, R@eshreeSiya, Girija,
Anandi, Tejoo, Chitra, Jaun

RN An A e
g <.

From left to right:

RajeshregChitra, Jahrvi, Anandi
Aishwarya Siya Kumar

Team leadetPartha Mallikarjun
and Malathi
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Volunteer with Passion, Support a Cause

PN
K
Special
Olympics

New Jersey

www.hidden -gems.org

Members of the Hidden Gems are always looking for opportunities to
support important cau ses and are now also trying to reach out actively
to the local and regional community by serving and volunteering at
various non-profit events. One such opportunity presented itself when
one of our members, Tejoo Bambulkar, shared information about the
Summer Gamesat the Special Olympics of NJ. This was an incredible
event with over 2500 athletes participating in over seven sports. Our
group volunteered at the Olympic Village, manning a basketball booth.
Throughout the day, we met so many different athletes who touched
our hearts with their upbeat spirit, cheerful demeanor, and a
determined and enthusiastic approach to enjoying every moment.
While we there to support and serve a cause, we left gaining a lot more
from the genuine warmth, acceptance, and celdration we saw and
received amongst the athletes, coaches, and families.What a blessing!

Volunteering opportunities are available throughout the year with the
Special Olympics, NJ. You can find out more by visiting:
http://www.sonj.org/ _ or you can also follow them on facebook.

From left to right:

Vrinda Khatu,

Chitra Kumar,

Aditi Parulekar,

Jahnvi Seshadri,

Anandi Nagarajan,

Girija Murali

Other memebrs who participated but
not in picture:

Josh BambulkarSahil Bambulkar,
Tejoo Bambulkar
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Sing with Passion, Support a Cause

On July 29, we put together a fundraiser in support of victims of Hurricane Sandy in collaboration
with IFMP (India Foundation of Metropolitan Princeton) .
Mayor of West Windsor, Shing -Fu Hsueh was present at the show.He also joined in the singing.
We raised about$ 1000 towards this event.




